To: Rt Rev Anna Greenwood Lee

C.C. via email: The Most Rev Linda Nicholls; The Most Rev. Chris Harper, Venerable Lon Towstego;
Faith Tides editor, Times Colonist editor

March 28, 2024
Dear Bishop Anna,

On October 21, 2023 you invested me as a member of the Order of the Diocese of British Columbia.
I was nominated by my home parish of Holy Trinity in Saanich for my work in First Nations-to-church
recongciliation. | am now returning to you the award and associated regalia (enclosed).

Established by Bishop Logan McMenamie in 2018, the order is to “honour and give special
recognition to members of the diocese who have given outstanding service over a significant period
of time in their baptismal ministry.” Although | believe | have been as faithful as | can be and have
tried to live into my baptismal covenant in this diocese, | no longer believe the diocese has been
faithful to me, and so | am unwilling to be “ranked” among the order’s membership.

In 2016 | took part in Bishop Logan’s Sacred Journey; a journey of truth-telling and reconciliation
informed by both the Anglican Communion’s Five Marks of Mission and the diocesan vision, which
has, as one of its core directions a “recommitment to an ongoing shared journey with First Nations
and people of all nations and cultures, especially those who feel hurt or abandoned by the church”
At that time, | believed the diocesan leadership was sincere in its intention to reckon with its
colonizing past and to do better going forward. Unfortunately, | have not witnessed this to be the
case under the current leadership.

In November 2023, | copied you, as bishop, on a letter | sent to members of the federal government
calling on them to overhaul the Indian Day School Class Action Claims Settlement process for
being discriminatory and re-traumatizing. | then asked diocesan leadership (through my
archdeacon) to similarly call on the federal government, and to share the letter and accompanying
documents with the diocesan community so that they too could advocate on behalf of Indian Day
School survivors like me.

In your response letter to me, dated November 23 you said that the clergy and lay leaders would be
encouraged to write to their MPs in support of us survivors. | have heard nothing back to verify that
this work was done, so | am left to assume that it was not.

Commitment to reconciliation is something that requires work. It requires walking alongside
Indigenous Peoples in our struggles for equality and healing. It requires action. The diocesan
church cannot continue to assert to be “people of action” seeking to be “the hands of Christ in the
world,” if you are not willing to roll up your sleeves and come alongside those who are suffering.

As you walk through the final days of this Holy Week, | pray that you will walk in the way of the
cross—the way of life and peace, with truth-telling and reconciliation in your heart.

Sincerely,

- /
Ma%n Under%ﬂ



